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CRITTERS THRIFT STORE:
Tuesday-Saturday

11 A.M.—4 P.M.
208-448-1180

ANIMAL RESCUE:
Tuesday-Saturday

11 A.M.—4 P.M.
208-448-0699

Our
Hours

PRAR Meeting Time: Open to everyone
Meetings are held the 3rd Monday 

of each month at 2:30 pm.  
Temporarily held via Zoom.

Contact mishell.prar@hotmail.com

4-Legged News

For the first time (!) we are featuring a Cat COVER PET, which should especially appeal to all you feline fans.   An adorable kitten 
named MUNCHIE will be gracing the cover.

Our 2021 ADOPTED PETS CALENDAR features a dynamic group of cats and dogs – from glamorous to silly and everything in 
between.  (See inside pages for a glimpse of our PIN UP PETS for 2021.)

2021 ADOPTED PETS CALENDAR - NOW AVAILABLE

The Calendar 
Project has been 
in existence for the 
last 5 years, starting 
in 2016, and just 
keeps getting better 
and better.  It is a 
delightful way for 
supporters to enjoy 
an extremely pet-
friendly and entirely 
functional tool for 
home and office 
use.  And what a 
fun (and extremely 
affordable) holiday 
gift for friends and 
family members!  

Please keep in 
mind that the 
calendar, selling 
again this year for 
a mere $10 ($12.50 
with shipping), is 
a fund-raiser for 
the rescue, one that 
provides for the 
welfare of the dogs 
and cats cared for 
at the shelter.  Without income from our fund-raisers, the rescue 
would endure even more dire straits then we, like so many others, 
have suffered due to the Corona Virus.

But we intend to give you more than just the satisfaction of 
donating to our efforts; we mean to provide a product that is a 
daily reminder of your generous spirit and your support for the 
good work of Priest River Animal Rescue.  We have an awful 
lot of proud adopters in the community, and have now been in 
existence long enough to see many “repeat adopters.”

We have so missed hosting our annual and oh-so-popular 
DINNER-AUCTION this year.  If the Covid-19 Virus allows, 
we’ll be hoping to see 200 of our best friends and supporters back 
in 2021 for another fabulous evening of great dining, affordable 
cocktails, and compelling SILENT and riotous LIVE auctions. 

In lieu of 
the DINNER-
AUCTION, our 
biggest annual fund-
raiser, we are extra 
enthusiastic about 
promoting our 2021 
ADOPTED PETS 
CALENDAR.

Now, we need 
all of you to keep 
our operation 
financially sound.  
Please be extra 
generous this year 
by buying a calendar 
for yourself and 
another for a friend 
or family member.  
Additionally, 
consider patronizing 
the businesses that 
support the rescue, 
as advertised on 
the bottom of 
each month’s page, 
knowing that each 
and every one of 
them has generously 

contributed to the rescue’s efforts.
Community is a wonderful thing, and we have been graced by 

continuous support from our neighbors in the Idaho Panhandle 
and in NE Washington, as well as occasional pet lovers from 
beyond our local confines.  Hopefully all of our neighbors, 
adopters, thrift store shoppers, volunteers, and friends of the 
rescue will buy a copy of the 2021 ADOPTED PETS CALENDAR 
in order to enjoy the pets therein and support Priest River Animal 
Rescue.  Copies will be available at several local businesses 
(Mary’s Farm & Feed, Veterinary offices, Positively Posh Pet 
Salon, Priest River Pets, and Out to the Garden/ Up to the Lake 
boutique shops), as well as at Critters Thrift Store and the Rescue 
office.  Order by mail with the enclosed order form, or on line at 
pranimalrescue.org.
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For our cat enthusiasts:  beyond adorable Munchie 
Kitten, we have a most sophisticated and gracefully 

elegant adult cat, appropriately named LADY 
HEPBURN, who will open the year in January. 

October just wouldn’t be October without a tortoiseshell 
feline lounging in Fall leaves, thanks to photogenic 

JASMINE.

And ending the year in December, adorable LUCKY cat 
will arrive in a cardboard gift box.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

But don’t panic, dog enthusiasts!  We’ve got handsome, 
funny, fluffy, elegant and just plain doggy canines for 
you to enjoy as well.  Just take a look at this gorgeous 
German Shepherd, SHELBY, who radiates statuesque 

glamour.  She’s our Valentine girl for 2021.

Meanwhile, 
KAIYA is a 
big galoofin’ 

sweetheart who 
will welcome in 

Spring, while 
extra large and 
furry Husky, 

ASTA, will take 
you to the river 

in April .



To finish off the calendar we 
have a former resident and an 

all-around silly boy, REVY, who 
will watch over the following year, 

2022, with energy, enthusiasm 
and a sandy nose.

Sweet and floppy 
eared KEVIN 
will welcome 
the warmer 

month of May 
and COSMO 
will celebrate 
our residents 
with joyous 

appreciation for 
all our varied 

life-styles for the 
month of June.

CHICHI is 
here to make 
you just plain 

laugh and revel 
in the sweet 
summer for 
July.  A true 
dog’s dog, 

ELVIS, brings 
you August.

September is 
anchored by the 
alert and family 
guardian, YETI.  

As the cold 
weather sets 

in, November 
is just right 

for cuddling, 
and there is no 

better candidate 
for that job 

than luscious 
SOPHIE, a fur 

ball if ever there 
was one.
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Please make all our PROUD 
PET PARENTS extra proud by 

purchasing one or several copies 
of the 2021 PRIEST RIVER 

ANIMAL RESCUE ADOPTED 
PETS CALENDAR.

Thank you for your support.
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Its 7:30 a.m. and just getting light outside when the cleaner 
arrives at Priest River Animal Rescue for a six to eight hour 
shift.  Working by herself, she cleans kennels and litterboxes; 
replenishes food and water; sweeps and mops the floors, 
restocks supplies, and runs loads and loads of laundry.  While 
she works, she speaks to each animal, assuring them of human 
kindness.

Over the last few weeks, since the Corona Virus epidemic 
has changed the way all of us operate in the world, the rescue 
has not been taking in any cats or dogs.  The remaining pets in 
residence are available for adoption by appointment only.  

James, the last dog at the rescue, was adopted on Saturday the 
11th of April.  A typical population of 40-50 cats is currently 
reduced to eleven, with another cat adoption appointment 
pending.  Nonetheless, the high standards required of an 
adopter are still very much in practice.  The goal is to find a 
loving home for each and every pet residing at Priest River 
Animal Rescue.

As the rescue empties of tenants, new adopters are providing 
furever homes to deserving cats and dogs during this time when 
moms, dads, and the kids are all at home.  A rare opportunity 
has emerged during this upside down period for concentrated 
bonding to occur between new pets and new pet parents. 

Every dog’s dream is to be with his person every waking 
moment of the day.  School, job, errands and all the obligations 

that take a pet parent away from their dog have temporarily 
fallen by the wayside.  That makes for a perfect time for a new 
dog to integrate with his person, his new family, and his new 
home.  

Meanwhile, the lack of interaction with friends and family 
caused by this current state of isolation, is compensated to a 
great extent by a new companion – one who’s greatest interest 
is you!  Your new pal wants to hear everything you have to say, 
believes your every word, and finds you fascinating.  You may 
never want to go back to your old social circles.

Many cats enter a new environment highly cautious, prepared 
to spend a week under the bed or up on a high shelf, hidden 
from the comings and goings of their new home.  Before long, 
however, a new adopter will likely have a willing lap sitter, 
snuggle partner, and source of pure feline entertainment.

The Cleaners are still working hard, deep cleaning all the 
nooks and crannies, sanitizing all the dog and cat kennels from 
top to bottom, and repairing pet damaged surfaces.  The rescue 
office, formerly a busy hubbub of volunteers, pet viewers and 
visitors, is predominantly empty and quiet.  The dog kennels 
and adjoining play yards, typically filled with the barking and 
chatter of the dogs, remain chillingly quiet.  Volunteers are 
home with their own pets, as are the adopters of former Priest 
River Animal Rescue alumni.  Hopefully we are all making the 
best of these strange times.

PANDEMIC REACTION – EARLY REPORT FROM THE RESCUE (Mid-March)

Wayward dogs and cats are once again transitioning through 
the rescue.  Even though the rescue was closed from late March 
to late May (and then only open for limited hours) due to the 
Corona Virus, we never completely vacated our cat facilities.  
We did manage, however, to reduce our dog kennels to a zero 
population during that time. 

Now, kitten season is well underway with a myriad of 
adorable furry cuties.  A mere smattering of dogs have taken 
up residence with the rescue of late, and we are finding new, 
appropriate adopters almost as fast as we are taking in new 
dogs.  As always, our goal is to find just the right home for each 
(spayed or neutered) dog and cat.

In the meantime, we take good care of our tenants with twice 
daily feeding, all the water they can drink or splash in, daily 
walks and play yard time, and, of course, tender words and 
caresses.  

Currently, we are fully back to a five day a week schedule – 
Tuesday through Saturday 11:00 to 4:00.  Critters Thrift Store is 

open for shopping on the same schedule.
Neighbors in occasional need of pet food; pet owners who 

desperately need to rehome their pets to qualified adopters; 
loving households in need of a new four-legged family member; 
good Samaritans who bring in found pets; and pet owners who 
have lost their pets - all turn to Priest River Animal Rescue for 
help.  

Meanwhile, Critters Thrift Store is pleased to receive 
donations from residents who are downsizing or just plain 
spending their newly discovered home time sorting through 
their closets, storage shelves, bookcases, and cabinets.  Since 
reopening, Critters has seen an upswing in customers seeking 
great bargains on excellent merchandise.  

Good use was made of the down time including a fresh coat 
of paint in Critters Thrift Store and a new single membrane roof 
for the entire L shaped building which houses the rescue office 
and cat rooms as well as Critters Thrift Store.

Now it’s back to business!

UPDATE: THE RESCUE IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS

A special thanks to “Huckleberry Haven’s – Priest 
River Mini Storage” located at 33 Huckleberry Ave in 
Priest River, for the awesome deal they gave us on a 
year’s worth of storage for all of our priceless auction 
items.

Due to COVID-19 and the unplanned cancellation 
of our auction we were forced to find a large enough, 
and secure enough space to store everything until 
further notice.

They not only fixed us up quickly with a sizeable 
unit but also gave us a price break as well.

A SPECIAL THANKS PRESIDENT’S CORNER
This message is for all the volunteers at the Rescue 

and Critters Thrift Store.  You all make this organization 
what it is today.  The tireless hours that you all put in, 
even during Covid-19 has certainly not gone unnoticed.  
Critters Thrift Store has never looked better, the 
kitten and adult cat rooms are constantly being updated 
to appease our furry friends and the never ending 
maintenance to our dog kennels is constantly being 
managed.  Thank you all for coming together to help the 
well-being of the animals that need us.

Barbara Grover
President
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The rescue has confronted several difficult, 
trying and expensive medical issues since our 
last newsletter.  

Meet Sheila – a beautiful Australian 
Shepherd with an amazingly upbeat attitude 
and an exuberant, people-friendly attitude – 
but unfortunately an inability to coordinate 
her rear half with her front half.  When 
particularly excited (and this is an excitable 
pooch) that rear half resists any cooperation 
with her head and front legs. This results 
in frequent butt dropping, semi-pivoting, 
lack of forward motion, and a very difficult 
time getting from one place to another.  Her 
previous owners understandably could not 
afford to deal with this increasingly severe 
problem and turned her over to Priest River 
Animal Rescue.  

We wanted to know what was going on 
with this sweet dog so our Board of Directors 
member, Dave, volunteered to deliver – 
and retrieve - Sheila for testing at the VCA 
Kootenai Animal Hospital in Post Falls, ID, 
where she underwent a battery of exams. 

Skin, coat, bones, heart, eyes, ears, teeth, 
lungs, other vital organs – all totally normal.  
Diagnosis: Progressive ataxia (loss of the 
ability to coordinate muscular movement), 
suspicion of aggressive neuro-degenerative 
disease.  Prognosis: Poor to grave long term. 

Aside from proscriptions for Prednisone 
(used to reduce inflammation in the spinal 
cord) and Gabapentin (to treat pain in 
the spinal cord), no further treatment was 
feasible.  Wiggly, smiling Sheila came home to 
us, along with a substantial bill.

This charming 2 year old was adopted by a 
loving family with two young children.  They 
report that Sheila is doing “great” with no 
apparent worsening of her condition.  She 
is very active and loves playing with and 
“chasing” the kids.  The family is saving up 
to purchase a wheeled trolley for Sheila’s 
rear half, though in the meantime they are 
all making due with her disability.  Sheila 
came for a visit to the rescue recently and was 
fawned over by the volunteers – as she had 
long since stolen the hearts of the entire crew.

IT AIN’T ALL SWEETNESS AND LIGHT

Gypsy – a small dilute Tortoiseshell cat was brought in to 
Priest River Animal Rescue by one of the rescue’s volunteers, 
who recognized something was seriously wrong with this young 
female cat.  The next stop was Pend Oreille Veterinary Clinic 
where it was discovered by X-ray that the cat had been shot and 
had a pellet tract through the right paralumbar (roughly where 
rear leg meets back and torso).  Gypsy was lethargic, weak, 
unable to stand for long, and somewhat dehydrated, with a 
painful, swollen left side.  She was treated with antibiotics but it 
didn’t look good.

Priest River Animal Rescue decided to try to save this cat.
Further treatment occurred at Spokane Humane Society 

including exploratory surgery with incisions on both right 
and left flank to follow the wound tract.   Peritonitis from a 
suspected colonic perforation required additional treatment.  
Suffice to say, this was a tough go for Gypsy and an expensive go 
for the rescue.  

With lots of nurturing care, this poor kitty pulled through it 
all and is now in a loving home and feeling oh so much better.

More recently, Priest River Animal 
Rescue took in an older Pit mix who 
we called Miracle.  Abandoned by her 
owner and brought in to the rescue by 
the Sherriff ’s office, Miracle adapted to 
shelter life with relish, gleefully chewing 
on her toys in the play yard and greeting 
all visitors and volunteers with a wagging 
tail and extremely pleasant demeanor. 

Sadly, this endearing pooch had an 
unsightly, large mass hanging like a sack 
from her rear left leg.  During Miracle’s 

spay, the large mass was removed from 
her leg along with several smaller 
masses from other areas of her body. The 
results came back as Mass Cell tumor, 
low grade.  Unfortunately, not all of 
the cancerous cells were removable by 
this procedure. We are optimistic that 
excising the large mass will have added 
months to her lifespan.  Miracle is now 
in a permanent home with people who 
adore this good natured girl.

The moral of the story: Priest River Animal Rescue is much more than a feeding and adoption center for local dogs and cats.  
Like you, we strive to provide a better life for the pets who pass through our lives.  On some occasions that requires extra medical 
attention.  And, as we all know, that takes money.  That is why on the back of this newsletter there is an opportunity to indicate that 
you would like your contribution to go toward our Medical Fund.  Please think of these special individuals, who bring such joy to 
their people, when you consider donating to a worthy cause.
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RELAXING WITH MY PALS



In Loving Memory
In Memory of Albert Oelkers, Duffy Ronayne wrote, 

“Please accept this check in memory of my friend Al 
Oelkers who died during this Christmas season (2019) 
at home in Newport.  He and his wife Rita found their 
darling cats, Louie and Duffy, at your facility which is 
why I wanted to remember Al in this way.  Rita and I 
met 60 years ago in California when we were young 
mothers and have both enjoyed a number of rescued 
pets through the years.  I have to admit that it was 
endearing to have one of their cats named after me.  
Bless you for the work you do.”

In memory of Christine (Chris) Louise Klevjord, 
aviation mechanic, outdoorswoman and animal lover.  
Chris was a generous donator of her time and resources 
to causes helping people and animals.

A donation in memory of Duane Randolph was 
made by the Burger Express folks. And another 
donation in Duane Randolph’s memory by Gary and 
Madeline Kennedy of Oldtown, ID.  Thank you all.

A generous donation was made to Priest River 
Animal Rescue by Jeffry & Cindy Walker of Roseville, 
CA, in memory of Bill Walker.

Jess Wolfrum, longtime supporter of Priest River 
Animal Rescue made a donation to the rescue in 
memory of “Star” the beloved cat of Karen Rockhill 
and Dawn Linendoll.

A lovely donation to the rescue was made by Barbara 
Finch, mother of our heroic volunteer, Carrie, and with 
appreciation of the volunteers and staff of Priest River 
Animal Rescue.

The daughter of Neil Margoles made a generous 
donation in memory of her father who she has missed 
since 2008.  Mr. Margoles was a valued research 
contributor to Hughes Aircraft and the Santa Barabara 
Research Center, and was involved with working on the 
Mars landing Satellite.

A special thank you to our own Bonnie Jones who 
donated to the rescue in memory of her beloved 
husband Larry Reichart.  The dogs, the cats, the horses, 
and especially Bonnie, miss the heck out of him.

Mobley is tucked in for the night on his cot in the kennel at PRAR.  
Night 293.  It is February 29, 2020. He is housed with six other adoptable 
dogs, but he is the dog nobody wants.

Just less than one year ago, Mobley was brought to the rescue as a 
stray.  It wasn’t until he was neutered a few weeks later that we learned 
he was less than a year old – a pup really.  Mobley was athletic and 
surged with energy and, of course, no manners whatsoever.  Looking 
back, it was probably all fear-based antics.  A common issue with strays 
– their people didn’t take suffecient time to socialiaze them, teach them 
manners, and overcome their fears.

This 50-pound pup would hardly let you into his kennel before his 
paws were on your chest and you felt his wet face and excited behavior 
escalate.  Putting a collar and lead on him took forever.  Only the quiet 
patience of staff and dog walkers was able to penetrate his happy mania.  
Weeks later, although he still went through a litany of “stuff”, he would 

finally “sit” and allow himself to be leashed for 
his much-needed walks.  Walks provided a 
good release of energy, and Mobley also took 
part in “play time” with other dog residents.  
You had to laugh at his rambunctious, rowdy 
style of fun.

It seems that every year there is a dog or a 
cat who just waits and waits. They will tell you 
at PRAR, “every pet eventually gets a home,” 
but it is heartbreaking for everyone when one 
of our pets stays so long.

Mobley is approaching one year at our 
rescue.

PRAR has 10 regular dog walkers/exercisers 
who get acquainted and eventually very close 
with these animals.  Mobley is definitely a 
“favorite” resident.  And so several volunteers 
created “field trips” for this one dog to help 
break the monotony of kennel life.  Mobley 
attended Rally Class in Sandpoint, and almost 
graduated from Beginning Obedience at a 
Spokane training facility.

But the time alone has taken its toll.  Mobley’s bad trait: he charges 
the fence and scares people half to death. We could not safely show him, 
deciding that anyone interested would have to accompany Mobley and a 
dog-walker.  He became nippy.  Frankly, he was the dog nobody wanted. 
Some dogs so adapt to their rescue home and staff that they come to 
protect them from intruders. Go figure!

Eventually, we began to have quiet conversations among ourselves 
“what will become of Mobley, the dog we love so much.”  Mobley’s 
dilemma: he has bitten, he is unadoptable, our ethics would never permit 
us to pass him off to another rescue, and we adore him.  We are a No Kill 
shelter.  Someone emailed “pray for a miracle”.

Yesterday a miracle happened.  One of our longtime walkers talked to 
a source, who talked to a source, who talked to our trainer who approved 
an elite training rescue for Mobley where he will be retrained and placed 
in a home.  Only problem?  It will cost $2000. Someone emailed: “We can 
do a fundraiser!!” A proposal was taken to the PRAR Board of Directors 
– familiar with ALL of the rescued pets and especially Mobley’s dilemma.

Answer? Unanimous YES.
Tonight is Mobley’s last night 

at our rescue.  Night 293.  We 
have planned a red-carpet party 
send-off for him tomorrow, all the 
champagne and Pupperoni we can 
stand!  Miracles do happen.  We 
will be following Mobley’s progress 
from afar and wishing him the 
very best….and missing him.
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Newsletter design and layout donated 
by Petroglyph Printing & Signs.

Printing by Petroglyph Printing & Signs.

(509) 447-2590
300 W 2nd St

Newport, WA 99156

FEBRUARY 2020:
THE DOG NOBODY WANTED



Please make your check payable to: Priest River Animal Rescue  
And send to:  P.O. Box 1626,  Priest River, ID 83856  208-448-0699

Enclosed:          $25 (Individual Membership) ____               $35 (Couple Membership) ____        
$100 Virtual Angel ____               Other $ ____               Volunteer (non-voting) Free ____

Name: _____________________ Phone: _____________  e-mail address: __________________ 

   _______ : pi Z ____ : et at S _______________ : yti C _____________________________ : sser dd A

 I would like to volunteer-call me.        Please send a receipt for my tax-deductible contribution.
    Have someone contact me about adding PRAR to my will. 

Designate my donation to be used in this manner:    Unrestricted: Use where most needed  

 Use for dogs           Use for cats            Use for spay and neuter        

   Building Fund 

      Other  (Please specify) _______________________________________________

     I would like to sponsor a dog or cat haven for $150. Please print your plaque information below:
                                                 
       _______________________________________________
Additional Comments:

Donations are now accepted through PayPal. Just go to www.pranimalrescue.org

Donate, Get a 2021  Tax Deduction and/or
become a Member for only $25. Per Year. 

Would you please con-
sider PRAR in your 
will? To do so would 
help to assure our 

efforts into the future.

Medical Fund

cut and return

Priest River Animal Rescue
& Critters Thrift Store
P.O. Box 1626
5538 Albeni Highway
Priest River, Idaho  83856

Phone:  208-448-0699
www.pranimalrescue.org

Please visit our web site:  www.pranimalrescue.org 
to view all our adoptable pets.  You may also make 
financial on-line donations.  “Like” us on Facebook 
to write on our wall, see photos and send us pictures.  
We post information about Critters Thrift Shop and 
our animals.
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